Beyond Leitch, physician representation in the new Parliament will be light, although the Liberals managed to re-elect general practitioners: Dr. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's) and Dr. Hedy Fry (Vancouver Centre).
A doctor from Algeria, Djaouida Sellah, was elected as a New Democrat in the Quebec riding of Saint-Bruno-St-Hubert. Sellah says on her campaign website that she has been a doctor for more than 10 years and was a founding member and current president of the Association of Quebec Doctors Graduated outside Canada and the U.S. Meanwhile, dentist, Christian missionary and Conservative Harold Albrecht was re-elected (Kitchener-Contestoga), while chiropractors will again be well represented. Four of seven were elected, led by Gary Goodyear (Cambridge), current Conservative minister of state (science and technology). The other chiropractic winners were Dany Morin, New Democrat (Chicoumti-Le Fjord); Colin Carrie, Conservative (Oshawa); and James Lunney, Conservative (Nanaimo-Alberni).
A quick perusal of candidate biographies also indicates that lawyers will again top the list of professions that will be best represented in the new Parliament, though their ranks were thinned to 46 from 50.
They were followed by self-described "businesspersons" (42). The review of biographies also indicates that roughly 30 MPs fall into the camp of ex-political aides/consultants/hacks, while at least 21 MPs cut their political teeth at the municipal or provincial level.
As might have been predicted with the New Democrats success, the number of trade unionists (11) and former civil servants (6) appeared to rise substantially, while the number of teachers/educators held at 17. The number of farmers in Parliament will be unchanged at 16 but the number of engineers rose to 9. As well, 7 MPs identify themselves as having police backgrounds, while 8 call themselves journalists or broadcasters. Also well-represented are realtors (4), financial advisors (4) and economists (4), including Harper.
Once again, as meager as health professional representation in the House of Commons were actual health policy commitments made on the hustings by Harper's Conservatives.
